Graduate Student Association General Meeting Minutes      



Date: 4 /20/2010
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Agenda:  (21 members present
1.  SUNY SA conference update (Susana)


-meets once a semester

-highlights:  SUNY strategic plan



-six main ideas



-vote for new officers of Student Assembly


-we don’t actually have a vote, but we united with USA


-list of positions available within SUNY system, more representation could influence


-Robyn:  gift to USA for their help with this?



-they covered accommodations and transportation 



-Meredith A USA rep:  communicate with them to figure a proper gift 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-We should work towards a vote


-voted to give us a vote last semester, but have yet to amend the bylaws of SA




-requires committee to revise/modify bylaws, could take a year


-invited to next assembly to raise concerns, but not vote



-only 5 graduate programs get a vote




-we’re the only association asking for a vote as of now


-assign one member to go to the meeting next semester  (Syracuse)


-someone who’s involved and aware of what’s going on



-must commit to this year after year



-Katie Haase:  designate a new representative to fulfill this role?



-Susana: it should be the president, maintain ties and connections with USA


-Katie Haase:  President too busy for this?



-Susana:  fits into president’s duty to maintain outside connections

-Angela:  President should vote, but more work is needed to keep us up to speed, so maybe a rep works with the President to prepare for the meetings


-we should rally other graduate communities to participate, ask for a vote

2.  SUNY SA Petition 

-support anti-budget slashing petition

-link will be sent by Katie Barnhill, requires individual support through website
3.  Joe Rufo Meeting (VP Admin) 
-April 30th 1-3 pm 217 Bray

-reps from physical plant, univ. police, business office, HR, ITS, Health and Safety

-Grants workshop (Whitney will follow up with Neil Ringler)

-want to improve communication in general, particularly ITS and Physical Plant



-easel for events



-furniture:  tables, shelves, chairs for B9
-procurement card



-key for cabinet in B9 Office



-after the meeting we found the cabinet is not locked, so no key needed



-Respect from Bray workers




-won’t take requests for equipment from graduate students




-we want to be treated as employees, not students





-so how do they see us?  And how do we want to be seen?




-we need to bring specific examples to the meeting



-Amy from Physical Plant (Angela had a meeting)



-want more of a connection with the students and research




-not just to be ordered around



-want to be seen as more than just a “club”



-desire a mutually respectful, congenial relationship




-invite to our next TG




-Thank You cards for everyone’s ongoing help


*email more thoughts to Katie Barnhill before the meeting

4.  Constitution Revisions
-drafted by Katie Haase

-constitution is something for us by us



-should we submit to Leah Flynn?  Are we actually a club?


-Motion (Katie Haase) with  Second (Madison) to pass revisions

-all in favor, motion passed, will be finalized by Katie Haase
5.  Budget Changes and Travel Grant Awards (Robyn)

- Day of Service


-poor turnout, no one but Robyn and Jessica Logan



-at least 5 were signed up still for that morning and did not show up



-we should have kept this commitment!


-Travel Grants



-awarded 8 with extra funds


-Budget update



-Barb gave update on funds, might even be HIGHER



-right now we have $19,196 from student funds
-at least $3,000 more than expected



~$3700 to spend (not including SA funds from the weekend)


-Sarah:  GSO asked us to contribute funds for SU’s TGIO, 
-May 30th  1-3 pm at the Inn Complete (but runs all night)



-asked for $500

-we did not contribute last year, but contributed the year before and were not included in the posters as sponsors or in the advertisements
-main concern is that ESF students do not attend because they aren’t informed or they feel unwelcome




-conflicts with our end of the year BBQ




-could be a strategic investment to enhance our relationship with SU 



-options:  500 or 250 with promise of next year, or none




-Motion (Katie Haase) with Second by (Michael A) to give money
-passed by members




-debate:  sign of good will, investment in future relationship 

Motion (Angela) with Second (Madison) for $500 contribution with stipulations to acknowledge our sponsorship and advertise to ESF students

-passed, 4 opposed

-action to send out email alert and investigate posters from SU for advertisement

-GSO Rep Sarah will follow up

6.  End of the year BBQ


-Anna’s house on May 1st in the evening

-Party Planning Committee to organize

-RSVP (partners/guests invited) to Michael Amadori by April 28th via EMAIL
7.  Budget 

-needs:  office supplies: pens, markers, etc.


-shelves, tables, chairs

-seek first from Physical Plant, then buy from salvo instead of Walmart!

-easels

-white board


-coolers for water


-bottle openers


-cover for a podium (along with Banner)


-t-shirt


*get prices on supplies, vote on for next meeting (May 1st)


-roll-over for wegmans, middle ages gift cards



-social and prof dev committee


-ticket for David Orr?



-money from EFB

8.  Committee and Dept. Rep. Updates

-cheap n easy on board for TG (except maybe not drummer)


-Spring Banquet



-give awards here or the TG?



-plan for next year – or stick with TG where the grad students show up



-we could just put in the program who won what


-Awards applications due 



-consider applications on Friday



-11 am on Friday, Robyn, Katie Barnhill, Abbie Larkin


-Feedback, Officer’s Report 



-discuss next meeting (May 1st 9 am)


-evaluations on events, how to improve



-send all to Susana by April 27th!

Reminders:

May 1st 9am-12pm Mandatory Training Session for New Members, breakfast provided

May 1st end of the year BBQ for old and new members (and partners)

Follow Ups:

Meredith:  Contact USO, see what we can do to thank them for their help with SUNY SA

Sarah:  Contact GSO, contributed $500 and assess advertising situation

Social Committee:  upcoming TG

Party Planning:  end of the year BBQ

All:  submit to Katie Barnhill topics for Joe Ruffo meeting on April 30th
        Give feedback to Susana on ways to improve GSA and review officer reports for May 1st 

Attendance:
	Katie Barnhill
	x
	Artem Treyger
	x

	Lewis Grove
	x
	Marvin Montefrio
	

	Dineshkumar Moghariya
	x
	Michael Dimpfl
	x

	Abbie Larkin
	x
	Jordan Kelley
	

	Katie D’Amico
	
	Bhavin Bhanyani
	

	Michael Amadori
	x
	Doug Morrison
	x

	Whitney Lash Marshall
	x
	Anna Stewart
	

	Braulio Quintero
	x
	Susana del Granado
	x

	Sarah Wilkinson
	x
	Robyn Oakes
	x

	Meredith Atwood
	
	Angela Sirois
	x

	Shiuli Mahmud
	x
	Katie Haase
	x

	Laura Calandra
	
	Nidhi Pasi
	x

	Yazmin Rivera
	
	William Helenbrook
	x

	Jim Arrigoni
	
	Madison Quinn
	x

	Megan Kirchgessner
	x
	Shannon Buckley
	

	
	
	Nick Pitel
	x


